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For ImmeDiate Release
Meeting children’s diverse needs within the general education classroom can be challenging, but is this very challenge that inspires inclusive practitioners.  Upon the foundation of human rights, we create and support a community of learners—a community that appreciates each member, understands the importance of belonging, and works to make neighborhood schools accessible and welcoming for all.  If you believe, as we do, that all humans are entitled to the same rights, then there is no other way to teach, to learn, or to live. 

—There’s Room for Everyone, Chapter 1

ACEI is pleased to announce the publication of 

There’s Room for Everyone:

Accommodations, Supports, and Transitions—Infancy to Postsecondary
by Isabel Killoran and Mark Brown, Editors.
This book differs from others because of its approach to inclusion, accommodations, and modifications.  The authors start with the assumption that all children would be educated in their neighborhood community and in a general education classroom.  They would have access to special educators who would collaborate with the general educator to include as much intervention as possible in that setting.  In some areas this is happening; while in others it is only a dream.  Yet, the editors present the chapters based on the belief that inclusion is the norm.

The book also included all educational levels.  While most texts separate students by division, level, or ability, There’s Room for Everyone presents education/learning as an ongoing process.  The editors provide the reader the opportunity to understand where the child may be coming from and where he or she might be going.  They see disparate practices between divisions partly because of the lack of consideration of what type of environment and expectations a child had previously.  Each state, province/territory, and/or country delineates education divisions using different criteria.  Therefore, the editors have included applicable grades and ages as well as possible division names.

The book includes the infant/toddler and preschool levels because of the incredible importance of creating a solid foundation for learning.  It is during that critical stage when children and their families gain a sense of whether or not they are accepted by the community.  Preschool is the one level in which inclusion happens quite regularly, and the practice often can be maintained through kindergarten.  As children with special needs progress through the levels, however, they are less likely to be included with their peers.  Many will argue that this occurs because of the introduction of academic subjects and the child’s inability to do them at the same level as the peer group.  The editor’s argue that it is not the academic expectations that are the problem, but rather the expectations of the teacher regarding the child and academics.  Once a teacher lets go of the belief that everyone needs to be at the same level, on the same page, in the same book, the classroom is freed up for all children. 

There’s Room for Everyone includes the chapter on postsecondary education because children with disabilities will face three main roadblocks when they reach this level:


•
The assumption that they cannot continue their education, when in fact many students with disabilities attend college, university, and apprenticeship programs. 


•
They “age out” of services and end up with nothing to do.


•
They are not transitioned well into postsecondary education or employment opportunities. 

Because of this last reason, the authors also included a chapter on transitions.  All children experience transition, whether they are small ones between activities or larger ones between schools.  Some children with disabilities have an exceptionally difficult time with transition. Instead of having a little bit in every chapter about transition, we decided to dedicate a full chapter to this issue and thus bring to the topic the attention it deserves. 

Without assistive technology (AT), many students would not be able to access the curriculum or demonstrate their learning.  Consequently, the chapter on assistive technology is applicable to all levels, offering a broad look at both low-tech and high-tech accommodations.  The book provides many references to resources to help readers begin to explore AT to make classrooms more accessible.

In creating the chapter format, the editors encouraged a vignette and case study encouraging problem-based learning.  It was not ACEI’s goal to explain the “how,” but rather to create a forum for discussion and reflection on practice.  Each chapter can stand alone, or, the chapters can be read as if they were part of a developmental continuum.  The vignettes at the beginning of each chapter set the stage for the classroom environment.  The case study and questions following the chapter are specifically directed at the level or focus of the chapter. 

Book review editors may request a free review copy of “There’s Room for Everyone” using the contact information on the front of this press release.
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