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Olney, MD, July 24, 2007— “Unleashing the Unpopular”: Talking about Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity in Education, the new book published by the Association for Childhood Education International (ACEI), examines the controversial and difficult issue of dealing with gender diversity and sexual orientation in today’s school environment.  The book provides the opportunity for open discussion on the subject of heterosexism and homophobia in schools, and provides guidance on how educators and school personnel can appropriately address this sensitive topic.  

The book presents first-hand essays and stories recounting the experiences of students subjected to insult, ridicule, and injury while attending school, and the response, or lack of response, of school personnel.  “Unleashing the Unpopular” brings the issues of sexual orientation in the classroom to the forefront and focuses attention on the situation.  The book points out that children, their families, and teachers are being hurt emotionally, physically, and scholastically in 

-MORE-

classrooms from a lack of progress in this area and insensitivity to the subject.   

Chapter one discusses the legal implications arising from lawsuits initiated by students who felt that schools had failed to provide a safe school environment.  Judges and courts are increasingly holding schools accountable for the safety of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender/transsexual (LGBT) students. 

The final chapter offers tools, resources, and materials for teachers, teacher educators, and school personnel, and useful suggestions on how to address this challenging subject matter.  The chapter is organized in four subsections: 1) background, 2) books, 3) multimedia, and 4) support and informational organizations for students, parents, and teachers.  Included are lists of helpful books, children’s organizations, books and articles for educators, children’s multimedia, educators’ multimedia, organizations for educators, and resources for LGBT individuals.

“Unleashing the Unpopular”: Talking About Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity in Education. Editors: Isabel Killoran and Karleen Pendleton Jimenez, 160 pp. July 2007. ISBN-13: 978-0-87173-171-5. Price: $22.00

To order a copy, or request a review copy, contact the marketing department at ACEI at (301) 570-2111, or (800) 423-3563.

For more information on childhood education issues, visit the ACEI Web site, www.acei.org.

# # #

The Association for Childhood Education International (ACEI) is the oldest professional organization in the world dedicated to the development of the whole child, from birth to early adolescence. Founded in 1892, ACEI is an organization of teachers, teacher educators, and parents whose primary purpose is to promote the inherent rights, education, and well-being of children in the home, school, and community. ACEI publishes the award-winning publication Childhood Education, as well as the Journal of Research in Childhood Education. 
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