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Teacher education was brought to the national forefront this year as a result of Levine’s (2006) greatly publicized report claiming that teacher education programs are inadequately preparing their graduates for today’s standards-based, accountability-driven classrooms.   Levine explains that many teacher education programs cling to outdated models, and university instructors have little or no contact with public schools or teachers (Levine, 2006).  Similar research demonstrates that relationships between university supervisors and cooperating teachers are often superficial, since the two frequently embrace contradictory views on teaching and learning (Shively & Poetter, 2002; Slick, 1997).


In contrast to Levine’s research (2006), when equal status and mutual goals are present, collaboration is more likely to occur (El-Amin, Cristol, & Hammond, 1999; Lacina, Hagan, & Griffith, 2006; Zeichner, 1992).  Cooperation and coordination are among the most critical elements of forming a collaborative relationship (Kagan, 1991), and when such a relationship does develop, the end result is a joint effort to meet mutual goals (Sergiovanni & Starratt, 1998).  The purpose of this Childhood Education Theme Issue is to highlight successful, collaborative relationships between teacher education programs and elementary and middle schools.  These collaborative relationships prepare teacher candidates not only for a standards-based classroom, but also for a multicultural, student-centered classroom. 


The guest editors invite manuscripts from throughout the U.S. and elsewhere around the world that describe collaborative university/school partnerships. Of particular interest are programs with evaluation components designed to assess the positive outcomes of the collaboration for children, teacher candidates, and cooperating teachers.  Submission deadline is October 1, 2007.  Preferred length is 2-5 journal pages (1,500-3,500 words). Electronic submission is preferred and E-manuscripts may be sent as an E-mail attachment to either Jan Lacina (j.lacina@tcu.edu) or Mary Anne Hannibal (hannibal@iup.edu). For more information, please contact the guest editors via E-mail.
