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Olney, Md. (September 1, 2006) –– To honor teachers worldwide for their commitment and dedication to students, the Association for Childhood Education International (ACEI) sponsors the Week of the Classroom Teacher October 1 – 7, 2006.  ACEI joins over 100 countries in recognizing World Teachers’ Day, inaugurated by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) on October 5, 1966. The Week of the Classroom Teacher and World Teachers’ Day are held simultaneously to celebrate teachers’ contributions to children.

ACEI designates the first full week of October to honor and applaud our children’s classroom educators. ACEI understands that teachers are our children’s most important allies. ACEI branches, members, parents, PTAs, and others hold activities in support of those professional educators who challenge, encourage and inspire tomorrow’s leaders, our children.

“The Week of the Classroom Teacher and World Teachers’ Day, celebrated jointly on October 5, serve to remind us of the essential role that educators, especially classroom teachers, have in today’s society,” states ACEI Executive Director, Gerald C. Odland.  

“Helping children to grow and prosper in a safe, nurturing environment is a special gift all teachers and caregivers share.”

For over 100 years, the Association for Childhood Education International has provided support to children and the professional educators who motivate them. Dedicated to the whole child, ACEI works to develop and maintain the highest standards in childhood education. ACEI strives for the continuous professional growth of educators by providing workshops, offering resource materials, and awards for excellence in education.

ACEI offers free materials to communities to celebrate teachers and promote the Week of the Classroom Teacher and World Teachers’ Day. Visit www.acei.org for a planning guide filled with suggestions and tips.

The Association for Childhood Education International (ACEI) is the oldest professional organization in the world dedicated to the development of the whole child, from birth to early adolescence. Founded in 1892, ACEI is an organization of teachers, teacher educators, and parents whose primary purpose is to promote the inherent rights, education, and well-being of children in the home, school, and community.

ACEI publishes the award-winning publication Childhood Education, as well as the Journal of Research in Childhood Education.
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