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Mission
The primary purpose of the Association for Childhood Education International (ACEI) is to promote the inherent rights, education, and well-being of all children in the home, school, and community.

History
ACEI was founded in 1892 as the International Kindergarten Union (IKU). Today, it is the oldest professional organization in the world dedicated to the development of the whole child, from birth to adolescence.

In the 1960s, ACEI helped establish a nationwide program for the training, assessment, and credentialing of Child Development Associate (CDA) candidates. 

Since 1989, ACEI has been designated by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) to be responsible for the program review process for elementary teacher education programs.

United Nations’ Representation
ACEI is a member of the United Nations’ nongovernmental organizations (NGOs). Granted consultative status, we share concerns and expertise on leading children’s issues.

Membership
With more than 150 branches worldwide, ACEI provides support to 12,000 members.

ACEI Publications
Childhood Education, the organization’s official journal, is issued 6 times a year. Published since 1924, CE has won numerous awards, including a 2000 Distinguished Achievement Award from the Association of Educational Publishers.

ACEI’s Journal of Research in Childhood Education (JRCE) features articles that advance knowledge and theory of the education of children. Published quarterly, JRCE reaches educators, psychologists, researchers, libraries, and teacher education institutions.

Archives
Housed at the University of Maryland at College Park, the ACEI Archives’ files, personal papers, photographs, artifacts and memorabilia are a major resource for research on childhood education.

Recognition Programs
ACEI annually sponsors the Week of the Classroom Teacher during the first full week of October in conjunction with World Teachers' Day (October 5), as well as “Celebrations of Teacher Success” throughout the year.

ACEI offers more than 15 awards and grants annually to individual members and to ACEI branches. 

ACEI Position Papers include:
Banning of Corporal Punishment of Children

The Child-Centered Kindergarten

Child-Centered Middle Schools

The Child’s Right to the Expressive Arts: Nurturing the Imagination as well as the Intellect

The Child’s Right to Creative Thought and Expression
Infants and Toddlers with Special Needs and Their Families

On Standardized Testing
Play: Essential for All Children
Preparation of Early Childhood Teachers
Preparation of Elementary Teachers
The Right to Quality Child Care
ACEI also publishes more than 100 books, publications, position papers, and compilations in print, audio, and video formats. 

Annual Conference
The ACEI Annual International Conference & Exhibition features over 250 presentations by educators from around the world..

