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In our obsession with assessment of academic progress in recent years, attention to other equally important areas of children’s lives has been minimal, at best.  Our quest for leaving no child behind academically, for example, has left most children behind concerning their health.  During this era of test-obsession childhood obesity has tripled. Likewise, in light of the rapidly increasing proliferation of technological bells and whistles such as cell phones and computer games, little attention has been given to protecting children from potential risks from these items. Further, as children become even more engrossed in technological realities of the 21st century, they are becoming more disengaged from nature. Little is known about the impact might this might have on their physical and mental health.  Other neglected areas might include health risks resulting from poverty, allergies, asthma, AIDS, medications and nutrition to name a few.   Perhaps most important, little attention has been given to growing issues in the area of mental health of children in an age where suicide is rapidly becoming one of the leading causes of death for adolescents and the use of anti-depressants to treat children is rapidly expanding.   


In an attempt to focus our attention on a wide range of emerging health-related issues, we are now accepting manuscripts for this important annual theme issue.  If you, or a colleague (especially those outside the USA) is doing work relating to children’s health, we invite you to contact one of the guest editors of this volume regarding making a contribution to this issue.  In the event that this theme volume cannot accommodate the number of manuscripts we anticipate, submissions will be considered for subsequent multi-topic issues of Childhood Education. 


Manuscripts for this important issue will be accepted through August 1, 2008.  Electronic submission is preferred.  Please send as a WORD document to jhoot@buffalo.edu.
