Call for Papers:   

International Focus Issue 2008

Bullying and Violence Issues in Children’s Lives

Guest Editor:  Rebecca Harlin
Children today are exposed to violence in their environment, through the media, at home, and at school.  Some children live in countries at war while others survive in neighborhoods where street gangs prevail.  Within the United States, the National Center for Education Statistics (2005) reported that teachers were victims of 65,000 violent crimes within a six-year period.  Similarly, 21% of students ages 12-18 reported that street gangs were present in their school.  Violence is a growing problem around the world and one that cannot be ignored.  How do we counter the images of violence in television, movies, and music?  

One aspect of violence that has received more attention in schools is bullying.  Whether children are the bully, the bullied, or the bystander, bullying affects their daily lives.  Bullying begins at an early age—in preschool—and continues throughout high school.  For some children, bullying is a daily occurrence, affecting large numbers of kids (Juvonen, 2005).  A recent longitudinal study of preschoolers found a link between television viewing at age 4 and later bullying when these children were ages 6 to 11 (Zimmerman, Glew, Christakis, & Katon, 2005).  While national curricula in many countries address bullying, in others the local school district decides how and when to deal with bullying.  Bully prevention programs have been developed and implemented with varying success throughout the world.  Some programs include bullying in discussions of human rights issues.  The time has come to address the issues of violence and bullying.

Contributors from outside the United States are invited to investigate these questions:

1)
How are issues of violence addressed in schools?

2)
How can we prepare teachers to deal with issues of violence and bullying in schools? 

3)
What components do effective violence or bully prevention programs contain? Who must be involved?
4)
What are the roles and responsibilities of administrators, teachers, parents, students, and the community?  
5)
How can we employ the media to address violence and bullying in constructive ways?

6)
How do effective strategies or approaches work with children across developmental levels?


For more information, please contact the Guest Editor: Rebecca Harlin, rharlin@fau.edu.

